
Welcome & Acknowledgement Speech – DUSA President Winnie W. Huang ‘92 

 
Good evening. My name is Winnie Huang, I’m a Dartmouth ’92, and I am the alumna volunteer with the 
honor of serving as president of the Dartmouth Uniformed Service Alumni or DUSA. 
 
On behalf of DUSA, the College, our student veterans groups, the Dartmouth Army ROTC program, and the 
Dartmouth Club of Greater Boston, welcome and thank you for joining us for our 6th Annual Dartmouth 
Veterans Banquet and 5th Annual James Wright Award for Distinguished Service Presentation. This is our 
first Banquet ever outside of Hanover, as we honor all of you who have served. 
 
Before I say too much more, we are privileged that two of our Dartmouth students Parker Banks '20 and 
Alice Bennett '20 will open our Banquet with the singing of our National Anthem and close our Banquet by 
leading the singing of our Alma Mater.  
 
Parker and Alice had the honor of performing with their a capella group The Sing Dynasty at the USS 
Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor and The White House. New Hampshire Magazine named The Sing 
Dynasty the best a capella group in New Hampshire!  
 
Parker is a bass and his father John Banks '90 serves in volunteer leadership roles on Dartmouth's Alumni 
Council. Both of Parker's grandfathers served - Jay Banks, USMC and Bill James, US Army - as did his great 
grandfather Richard Spencer, Dartmouth Class of 1936, US Navy. 
 
Alice Bennett '20 is a soprano and beatboxer and is the daughter of my KKG sorority sister Martha Boss 
Bennett '89 and granddaughter of DUSA member and Dartmouth Honorary Degree Recipient Ron Boss ’61, 
USCG. Dartmouth's Alexis Boss Tennis Center is named in memory of Alice's aunt and my friend Allie Boss 
'93. 
 
And now, if you are able, please stand for our National Anthem.  
 
Thank you, Alice and Parker for the beautiful rendition of our National Anthem.  
 
On the screen are photos of our Dartmouth active duty service men and women and our veterans. I hope 
this slideshow gives you a glimpse into what it takes to serve and protect our country.  
 
As president of DUSA, I’m very lucky. I have been fortunate to be able to connect with so many of you via 
email and telephone before tonight but to be able to see you in person, is beyond amazing. I thank you for 
openly sharing your experiences while serving with me. I’ve learned so much from each of you and I’ve 
cherished every single interaction. The veterans that I hear from most frequently? Our Vietnam veterans.  
 
For a long time, I, and others, have wanted to honor our Vietnam veterans. I learned of the Vietnam War in 
school and in my work with the homeless growing up in a suburb of Washington, D.C. It saddened me that 
so many of our homeless were Vietnam veterans, those who served our country, protected our country, 
sacrificed for our country.  
 
These veterans were not responsible for US policy, many were drafted, and they served bravely as they 
were asked to do. One of my dear friends, a fellow DUSA member and Vietnam Veteran, told me that the 
progress we’ve made at Dartmouth with our veteran community and DUSA has made him feel 
“appreciated” for the first time for his service. How tragic to have waited over 40 years to feel appreciated 
for service to our country.  
 



So, while we can’t change the past and the horrible “not so welcome” home that our Vietnam veterans 
received, we can certainly do our best to change the present and the future to ensure our Vietnam 
veterans, and all of our veterans, know that we are deeply grateful and indebted for their sacrifice, for your 
sacrifice. And while you certainly didn’t hear this enough – thank you. Not only for your service but for all 
that you endured when you returned home.  
 
I am blown away by the support we’ve received for this Veterans Banquet. It is humbling to see so many of 
you here. To all of you, who have made the time to come here tonight, thank you for being here. I would 
appreciate your patience as I have a lot of thank yous. I don’t want to shout out a list of names you’ve 
never heard of like they do at the Academy Awards but rather, share with you all the incredible people and 
groups who very sincerely wanted to show their support for our veterans. If you ever wonder if people 
want to support our veterans, hopefully this will assure you: 
 
Thank You: 
 
To tonight’s keynote speaker USMC veteran and President Emeritus of Dartmouth College Jim Wright and 
Susan Wright, whom you all know have been pioneers in garnering support for our veterans. Who goes to a 
school where you can email the past president of your college all the time and he always responds 
immediately? We do. It is our privilege to have President Wright as our keynote speaker. I have never been 
to a President Wright speech where he didn’t get a standing ovation. So, please do your best not to ruin his 
streak tonight.  
 
Dr. John Baldwin, our 2017 James Wright Award winner, where do I even begin? Thank you for writing the 
Dartmouth Five tribute, the photos, and for your constant support. You could not have been lovelier or 
more deserving of tonight’s award.  
 
It is wonderful to have your wife and fellow Vietnam veteran Jeannie and members of your beautiful family 
here. Organizing this Banquet as a volunteer living in Los Angeles, was not the easiest task, and Dr. 
Baldwin’s uplifting emails kept me from throwing myself off a cliff. I joked with Dr. Baldwin that he’s still 
saving lives now. He has been the most wonderful pen pal and if you are ever thrown into prison, this is the 
man you want writing to you.  
 
To the Dartmouth Five surgeons here tonight, Dr. Jim Morrissey and Dr. Donald Brief and their wives 
Barbara and Dottie and families, thank you for honoring us tonight, for your incredible service, and for 
saving thousands of lives in Vietnam. 
 
To our presenting sponsors Terry Keible and Ed Keible Jr. ’65, USAF. Ed and I had been emailing back and 
forth and he was so gracious in his desire to support our Veterans Weekend, especially as we were focusing 
on our Vietnam veterans. In return for his generous support, all he asked for was a chance to “embarrass” 
his friend Fat Peter. That’s what he said, Fat Peter. That’s DUSA founding father Pete Frederick ’65, US 
Army, as many of you know.  
 
Ed made me laugh out loud in some of those emails. And then one day, he didn’t respond. And I learned 
why. Ed had passed away. We are so honored that Ed’s wife Terry is here with us tonight and you will hear 
more about our beloved DUSA founding father Ed Keible in our tribute organized by our DUSA Secretary 
Chad Rairie ’16 and written by Pete Frederick, Stu Keiller, and Dave Beattie.  
 
I want to acknowledge Dr. Gerry Cox ’79, US Army, the acting Deputy Under Secretary of Health. He is 
responsible for the VA's health care quality, performance, patient safety, risk management, etc.  He is the 
only Veteran (and the only Dartmouth alum) on the senior leadership team of the Veterans Health 



Administration. In short, if you have any questions on your benefits… 
 
My two partners in crime Tom Byrne ’55 T’56, USAF and Carlos Tigreros MALS 18, US Navy. Tom Byrne is 
retiring this year from DUSA and it feels as if I’m losing my right arm. For those of you involved with DUSA, 
you know that we wouldn’t be anywhere without Tom. Tom is receiving a very much-deserved Service 
Award tonight.  
 
I met Carlos Tigreros at the Veterans Banquet last year and he impressed the heck out of everybody, 
including me. And then we proceeded to put him on our Board and burden him with tasks for this Banquet 
and he did so joyfully throughout, not one complaint.  
 
Ex Comm & Board Members, could you please stand? DUSA is completely managed by volunteers. Because 
we believe strongly in supporting our veterans and active duty personnel, student veterans sit on our DUSA 
board to help us expand our reach and support. 
 
The JWA Nom Comm – our Chair Nathan, Chad, Steve, my fellow Army ROTC cadet when we were students 
Alex Kugajevsky ’92, and LT Kate Sullivan. Thank you.  
 
To our partner, the Dartmouth Club of Boston who promoted our Banquet and funded the pre-game 
festivities last night. What a win vs. Brown! We couldn’t have done this without you. Thank you.  
 
Thank you to the Call of Duty Endowment on behalf of Veterans, Inc.  
“Headquartered right here in Massachusetts, Veterans Inc., is the largest non-profit supportive service 
agency to veterans and their families in New England. Since 1990, they have helped more than 65,000 
veterans in need and today operates offices and programs in all six New England states. Veterans Inc. 
stands by their motto "They were there when we needed them...We must be there now that they need us." 
 
We are privileged to have Veterans, Inc. President & CEO Vin Perrone, who served in the USAF for 20 years 
and is a graduate of Norwich University, and Lisa Quintiliani Bousbouras, Manager of Community Relations 
joining us tonight. In fact, for our Dartmouth Day of Service in Boston we are looking at volunteering with 
Veterans Inc.  
 
Alison and Jonathan Roth – Parents to Elijah Roth ’21. The Roths work with veterans back in Los Angeles 
and they wanted to show their appreciation for our Dartmouth veterans by sponsoring a table.  
 
Jaynie and Woody Studenmund, parents to Connell ’16 and Scott, a Green Beret who was killed in action 
June 2014 in Afghanistan. You can learn more about Scott in our Banquet program. 
 
To Alumni Relations: 
Our DUSA Advisor Magda Vergara, who was a military spouse for years, Victoria Gonin, Ryan Ford, and the 
always popular Anita Brown. They have supported us on our Memorial Day Ceremony and Honor Cord 
Reception in Hanover, our Days of Service, and are a sponsor of tonight’s Banquet. And of course, thanks to 
VP of AR, Martha Beattie ’76 who is stepping down this year. We thank her for her gracious service. Many 
of us remember fondly when DUSA got its first 100 members and Martha officially recognized DUSA as a 
Dartmouth shared interest group at Collis. Her future son-in-law is a Green Beret, so we know that Martha 
will always be a part of our military family.  
 
Thanks to all of our sponsors who have given generously: The Office of the President, Tuck, Thayer, the 
Office of Institutional Diversity & Equity, The School of Graduate and Advanced Studies, Rockefeller Center 
and Joanne Needham and Andy Johnson, if you don’t know Joanne Needham from The Rockefeller Center, 



get to know her because I’m working on cloning her, DGALA – president Brendan Connell ’87 is here, Steve 
Landa ’67, US Army, Major General Burke Whitman, and to all of our silent auction donors listed in our 
program.  
 
To Dartmouth Printing & Mailing Services – Monica Godfrey of DPMS, who donated the printing of our 
Banquet program and whose daughter is a veteran, told me we can print as many pages as we want, they 
will take care of it, and that is why our Banquet program is so long. It was free. 
 
To all of you who submitted photos for our slideshow. Caitlin Birch and Morgan Swan from Dartmouth 
College Library for pulling many Vietnam photos for our presentations.  
 
The Langham Boston – especially Lynette Carroll, Brianna Fries, and Banquet Manager Tom. They have 
worked very hard to make this event a success and gave us a significant veterans discount as well. To RJ 
Rixey, Chris, Josh, and Jesse with PSAV, our AV provider. In addition to a discount, RJ upgraded our 
projector to their top model for free because he thought it was important that the slides of our members’ 
service be shown clearly. His grandfather John Sherman was a WWII veteran in the US Navy. 
The State of MA granted us tax-free status so we could make this event happen in Boston and even Premier 
Coach and First Student bus company that brought our Upper Valley guests to Boston, gave us a veterans 
discount. 
 

• Thank you to The Sing Dynasty members – Parker Banks and Alice Bennett. 

• To all of you who came out from near and far – Los Angeles, NJ, Oklahoma, Hanover, and 
elsewhere.  

• To our friends who volunteered or were volunTold to help – Kim Buresh ‘90, Bernardine Wu ’90, 
Sean Ronan ‘15, Alex Kugajevsky ’92, Kate Sullivan ’13, Chad Rairie ’16, Warrick Arrowsmith, Taylor 
Mauney ’20, Aileen Zhu ’16, Autumn Chuang ’16, Katie Procter ’92, Janine Avner ’80, Kelly Caputo 
’19, Michelle McCarthy who checked you in, and Maureen Marley McCarthy – our volunteer 
photographer.  

• My dear friend Steve Landa kept telling me he was going to bring his best friend to our Banquet - 
Pat Collins. Turns out that Pat was one of the people who hired me at Procter & Gamble and I 
remember he told me that he liked that I was an Army ROTC cadet. He was very gracious in 
allowing me to start work the Monday after my Sunday graduation ceremony.  

• My sister Charlene Huang Olson, Princeton ’88, was supposed to be here tonight as she very much 
wanted to support our Dartmouth veterans. She has been very sick and in bed since Saturday. I told 
her that if she’s that sick and contagious, she shouldn’t make the effort to fly all the way to Boston. 
She should fly to Princeton and “visit” her football team prior to next week’s game.  

 
Very importantly, thank you to our student veterans & Army ROTC cadets – Please stand up. 
US News & World Report named Dartmouth the #2 Best College for Veterans, up from #5 last year and a big 
part of that is our young men and women you see before you – our Posse Foundation veterans, transfer 
veterans, and graduate student veterans.  
Please take a look at the future of Dartmouth excellence. Please give them a hand. 
 
All Silent Auction proceeds will go directly to supporting our student veterans/ROTC cadets.  
Including:  

• Providing funding for on-campus student veteran events 
• Providing grants to further their education such as the Tuck School of Business Next Step Program 
• Funding the Veterans Fly-in Program where we fly prospective student veterans to Dartmouth for 

Admissions Weekend – FYI, we have a 100% offer acceptance rate on our student veterans who 
attend our Fly-in program. 



• Providing support through our Career Network Database – LTJG Ki Suh Jung ’11, active duty US 
Navy is our Career Network Coordinator. Until recently, Ki Suh was deployed on a destroyer in 
Asian waters but that never stopped him from following through immediately on every single 
matter that we asked of him. So, now that he’s stateside, I hope you will seek him out to volunteer 
to work with our student veterans and alumni to help with resume-writing, interview preparation, 
mentoring and the like 

• All student veterans/cadets participate in all of our events for FREE including this Veterans Banquet 
 
I hope you agree that supporting them is a worthy cause by bidding on our silent auction items. If you don’t 
see anything you like, it’s Mike Gorton ’55’s birthday today so maybe pick up something for Mike. Happy 
Birthday, Mike! 
 
Lastly, I want to acknowledge our 2014 James Wright Award winner Clinton Gardner ’44, US Army, who 
sadly passed away earlier this year. Clint was a WWII veteran and 2-time purple heart recipient 
participating in the Normandy Landing and the Battle of the Bulge.   
 
We also just lost Al Quirk ’49, USMC and WWII veteran. Al was a former Dean of Admissions & Financial Aid 
for our College on the Hill and, like many others, I have him to thank for my admission to Dartmouth. We 
have included tributes to both Clint and Al in our Banquet program.  
 
In closing, thank you again so much for being here. I don’t think I could possibly or adequately convey how 
much it means to have you all here with us tonight, honoring our veterans. Thank you.  
 
And now I’d like to invite Lt. Colonel Joseph Scott, Class of 2000, US Army to the podium for our Fallen 
Comrade Tribute. 
 
Thank you, Joe. And now, if you could please turn to Page 9 of your Banquet program, we have a few toasts 
before we start our first course. Please stand. 
 


