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     President Wright, Susan Wright, the amazing President Winnie Huang, dear classmate Tommy Byrne, 
DUSA Founder Nathan Bruschi, members, veterans, spouses, guests, our family, and wonderful wife, OR 
nurse Jeannie Baldwin, a 1st Lt. who shared the Vietnam experience with me first hand.   
    Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for this Award and for making this meeting in Boston so 
very special. My appreciation goes to the nominating committee for their dedication and deliberation and 
especially to those anonymous people, who thought of me for the award. When I was notified about 
consideration, I was told, “We need to know more about you.”  
     You see, there is nothing in my life even close to putting a foot on the moon while announcing “One 
giant leap for mankind”, nor did I fly the Atlantic in a silver plane accompanied by lots of gasoline and five 
peanut butter sandwiches!  I, like so many of you have just hunkered down during life, flying under the 
radar of fame and publicity, an EVERYMAN, just doing the job to the best of my ability day after day until 
SUDDENLY 83 years of life is reached and a lifetime of honest accomplishment lies behind.  And so the 
digging began through CVs, newspaper stories, slides.  
     Indeed, this award belongs to so many who are worthy but “we need to know more about you.”  I 
dedicate this Award to my brothers and sisters who served, were wounded and often died in the fourteen-
year war we, as President Wright titled his book, “Endured”.  And to the wives who waited at home, like 
Barbara Morrissey, Jim’s wife, who upon learning of this meeting said, “This is wonderful.  We have waited 
so long.”  Especially, I dedicate this to our gallant Class of 1955 brother, varsity basketball captain Lt. Col 
Glenn Wilson USAF, shot down over Hanoi in 1967, held and tortured in prison for 6 years, only to return 
home and die from malignant melanoma.  And there are so many others in this room now and in the Wide 
Wide World.  So, I thank you for them in their modest silence. 
         Early on, my amazing dad taught me the phrase, “Life is what happens to you while you are making 
other plans.”  Whether original with him or not, that statement has proven true. I was not chosen by the 
fraternity I wanted, but became president of the one that wanted me.  I did not get the medical school I 
wanted, but Cornell proved to be incredibly better.  And upon becoming the youngest cardiac surgeon in 
San Francisco, a yellow draft telegram from Lyndon Johnson came to OR 6 at the University of California 
hospital on April Fool’s Day, and I chose to make that experience one of service, learning and excellence.  
Indeed, being at the right place at the right time is critical, especially in surgery, where I have been 
involved in numerous inspirational incredible miracles over my career that cannot be explained in earthly 
terms. I call them “God things”.     
    Just as Dennis Haines in the video “Images of Bravery” had that NEVER QUIT attitude, and took a 
grievous wound which paralyzed his entire left side into a distinguished architectural career.  Using 
computer skills learned in college with the GI Bill of RIGHTS, he planned, designed and helped build the 
magnificent University of Pennsylvania Hershey Medical Center. Who knew… Behind the Curtain.  
    Those of you here with us tonight who are embarking on careers or midway into exciting but uncertain 
pathways should remember these examples when it appears that life is going against you.  As with my 
draft notice, Dennis’ wounding and so many other examples I could share with you…often what YOU 
desire is not what is planned.  Go with the changes, give them everything you have in effort and dedication 
and then look back after time, and I promise: you will be able to say, “Hey, that worked out pretty well, 
didn’t it.”        
    Again, thank you all for coming.  God bless you and God Bless America.   
 


