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A servant leader is one who makes a more just and caring world by placing the needs of 
others ahead of his own. Today DUSA recognizes a true servant leader – Dr. John N. 
Baldwin ’55 – who exemplifies the values of our community and the spirit of this prestigious 
award. 
 
A native of New York City, John graduated from Dartmouth in 1955. Upon completion of his 

medical training at Cornell and surgical training at New York Hospital and the University of 
California San Francisco (UCSF), he was drafted into the military in 1967 and served as a 
Major in the U.S. Army Medical Corps.  
 
His military service took him to Ft. Ord and then to the 24th Evacuation Hospital in Long 
Binh, Vietnam where he cared for wounded troopers as Chief of Thoracic and Vascular 
Surgery from 1967 to 1969. While there, he fortuitously met his future wife, 1st Lt. Jeannie, 
who was serving with his unit as an operating room nurse. In recognition of his service in the 
theater, Dr. Baldwin was awarded the Bronze Star, Army Commendation Medal, and the 
Legion of Merit.  
 
Throughout his service, Dr. Baldwin remained humbly focused on those he served. Years later 
in a CBS news broadcast he was quoted as saying, “I believe people who just do their job and 
follow the rules of human decency are not heroes. So the story really boils down to the 
sacrifice by our young men and women…I was just there at the right time and place.” 
 
After completing his service, John returned to Monterey to continue in the medical profession 
and established a premier vascular surgery office in Central California. He has served the 
broader community and the nation through his work in several organizations: the Sierra 
Medical Society, as president of the UCSF Surgical Society, as consultant to the 7th Infantry 
Division at Ft. Ord, as Diplomate of the American College of Surgeons and the American 
College of Cardiac Surgery, and as the American College of Surgeons’ Consultant to the White 
House for over twelve years.  He directed and founded the Hospice of Monterey, a much-
needed and superb facility which serves the entire county.  
 
After retiring in 1992, John has maintained active ties to the military and Dartmouth 
communities. He has been a long-time member and president of the Sonora Chapter of 
Vietnam Veterans of America – now California’s largest chapter, has instructed at USUHS, 
and continued to work in the operating room at Walter Reed helping wounded soldiers and 
veterans. A frequent contributor to his class’ communiques, John has served the Class of ’55 
by participating on the Dartmouth Health Issues Task Force.  He chairs the “Fifty-Five Cares” 
program which offers discreet comfort and expert advice to classmates and wives who might 
welcome such compassionate support during times of tragedy and stress.  
 

Dr. John Baldwin has been a servant leader throughout his life and career, exemplifying our 
values of Service, College, and Country. He has saved lives, placed the needs of others above 
his own, and shown an unwavering love and concern for his fellow veterans, classmates and 
country.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join me in welcoming the 2017 Recipient of the James Wright 
Award for Distinguished Service, Dr. John N. Baldwin ’55. 
 

His life exemplifies our core values of Service - College - Country. 

 


