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When the great 24th Evacuation Hospital of the U.S. Army opened its doors in Long Binh, Vietnam 

on July 1, 1967, she had already been awarded a stack of honors in the battles following D-Day in 

1944, where “Queen Tonic” was her call name even then, as she followed Patton across France. 

She had been “in a box”, de-activated since 1946, and was about to further distinguish herself as a 

400 bed, 30 surgeon, 60 nurse, 250 enlisted man hospital that cared for the 1st Infantry Division, 

the 101st Airborne, Colonel Patton’s 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (yes, he was General Patton’s 

son), and many more.   

 

Little did five Dartmouth graduates, all fully-trained surgeons have any idea when they left 

Hanover that a vicious war, far away in time and place, would reunite them again.  

 

Colonel Arthur Cohen ’31 (who actually never did graduate from Dartmouth) had served in Korea 

and later was Chief of Surgery at Letterman Hospital in San Francisco. He now was the top USARV 

Surgeon, and made all assignments to the 19 Army Hospitals placed at intervals from the Northern 

border all the way to the Mekong Delta. Art knew battle surgery and his desire was to put the best 

people in a place where they were needed the most. That happened to be the 24th Evac which in 

1969 had 15,000 admissions, took 134,000 x-rays, and performed over 7,000 operations.   

 

Donald Brief MD ’54 had completed a superb surgical residency at Peter Bent Brigham and was 

starting practice in New Jersey when the yellow telegram which began “Greetings,” arrived to 

draft him. The doctor draft cut-off was at age 35, and four of the Dartmouth surgeons were 34 

years old. Don went with a smile and became Chief of General Surgery at the 24th and was 

awarded the Legion of Merit for his leadership and superb results.  

 

John Baldwin MD ’55 had almost exactly the same background, except he had trained at Univ. of 

California San Francisco, had his surgery and cardiac surgery boards behind him, and was the 

youngest heart surgeon in town. But the yellow telegram came also to him. He remembered the 

Shakespeare quote from Professor Childs’ English 51: “You can make a heaven out of hell or a hell 

out of heaven.” He chose to make it work and threw himself into the operating room with 

enthusiasm.   

 

Jim Morrissey MD ’55 was practicing orthopedic surgery in Yonkers, NY, and was married with 

family when his greetings arrived. His outstanding clinical judgement and complication-free 

recoveries were immediately put to good use at Queen Tonic. He was one busy man that year. 



The great Floyd Robinson MD ’58 was a fully trained neurosurgeon in Texas when his invitation 

arrived and since the 24th was the Brain and Spinal Cord injury special center for all Vietnam, he 

was never without an operation, and, like the others, pushed near the 2,000 case mark before his 

tour was over. His work was spectacular, incredibly fast, and his kids got to go home.   

 

Art Cohen ‘31 had hand-picked each of these men; indeed, he said to Dr. Baldwin when he arrived 

at the placement station, “I can send you to a seaside hospital where you can get a tan and never 

operate or you can be a huge force at our busiest shop, right in the middle of it all.” None of the 

four men that Art picked dodged that assignment and they all lived together in Hootch 2 where 

they wondered at the suddenness of it all and how life sometimes worked out not quite as you 

had it planned. 

 

The “Dartmouth Five” never called themselves that while they were there; indeed, the enormity of 

the time, the place, the intense work hours laced with drama and emotion, did not allow for much 

introspection. It is only now, forty-nine years later, that the beauty of the moment has been 

appreciated. Those five men together performed nearly 10,000 operations on all comers, and to 

this day remain proud of their contribution. When they visit The Vietnam Memorial Wall, they do 

see the names of kids they could not save, but realize that without them, that wall would be many, 

many panels longer.   

 

The Five lost Colonel Cohen 30 years ago and Floyd Robinson 15 years ago, but the remaining 

three, LTC Brief, Major Morrissey and Major Baldwin remain loyal to Dartmouth and proud to have 

carried her banner in a dangerous but noble cause now long, long ago.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are deeply grateful for the service of The Dartmouth Five and are 

honored to have Dr. Brief, Dr. Morrissey, and Dr. Baldwin here tonight. Please join us in standing 

and giving them a round of applause for their heroic service. 

 


